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RESEARCH REGULATIONS

GITAM University shall offer the following Research Programmes

1. M. Phil (Full-time/ Part-time)
2. Ph. D (Full-time/ Part-time)

3. D.Litt./ D.Sc.

The regulations relating to eligibility, duration, recognition of guides, requirements to be
fulfilled for the award of research degree and such other related matters are as per the
minimum standards and procedure for the award of M.Phil / Ph.D degree regulations of
UGC, 2009 vide its notification No: F.1-1/2002(PS) Exemp dated 1% June 2009. These
regulations are furnished in the following Sections:

SECTION — | M. Phil. Regulations
SECTION — Il  Ph.D. Regulations
SECTION — Il D. Litt. / D.Sc. Regulations



SECTION-I
M. Phil. REGULATIONS

The Master of Philosophy (M. Phil.) is the first research degree and the study will provide the
necessary advanced training in research methodology and latest developments in the
subject followed by submission of dissertation on the topic chosen.

1. Eligibility:

Candidates pursuing the degree of M.Phil., either Full-time or Part-time, shall possess
the minimum qualification for admission as specified below.

A.

Full Time:

a) Postgraduate degree holders of GITAM University or of any other University
recognized by the GITAM University as equivalent thereto with atleast second
class securing at least 55% of marks or equivalent grade (50% in the case of
SC / ST candidates) in the concerned subject or in an allied subject can
register for fulltime M. Phil. Degree.

b) Admissions shall be based on a Entrance Test followed by interview.

C) The candidates qualified in CSIR-UGC (NET), ICMR, GATE and Project
Fellows working in the projects recognized in national funding agencies with
one year experience are eligible to join M.Phil. (FT) without appearing for the
above test.

B. Part Time :

a. Postgraduate degree holders of GITAM University or of any other University
recognized by the GITAM University as equivalent thereto, with Il class
securing at least 55% of marks or equivalent grade (50% in the case of SC /
ST candidates) in the concerned subject or in an allied subject can register for
part time M. Phil. Degree without appearing for entrance test.

Candidates satisfying the above eligibility conditions can be registered as Part-Time
candidates in the following order of priority and by following service seniority in the
respective cadre.

a)

b)

c)

d)

f)

Teachers working in PG Departments of recognized Universities and their affiliated
Colleges with a minimum of one year of service.

Teachers working in Degree colleges and other professional colleges affiliated to
recognized Universities with at least two years of service.

Executives / Administrators / Engineers / Scientists with at least three years of
service in Govt. / Quasi Govt. / Judiciary / Public Sector organizations / Public and
Private Limited Companies and other organizations approved by Board of Research
Studies.

Teachers working in approved Junior Colleges with at least three years of service.

Administrative and Technical staff of GITAM University with at least four years of
service

Employees not covered in the above clauses with at least four years of service as
approved by Board of Research Studies.



2. Duration:

a) The duration of M. Phil (FT) shall be 12 months. The candidate is required to spend
the prescribed period of 12 months in the concerned University Department or in the
Institute recognized by the University as a research center for this purpose.

b) The duration of M. Phil (PT) shall be two years. The candidate is required to spend
at least eight weeks in total in each year in the concerned Department of the
University or in the Institute concerned, and complete all the requirements for the
award of the Degree.

c) Where the candidate is unable to submit the thesis within the above prescribed
period, the Principal/Director of the College concerned may grant extension of time
up to six months for full time and one year for part time candidates for completing the
work on the basis of recommendation of Departmental Research Committee (DRC)
and Institutional Research Committee (IRC). Further extension can only be granted
by the Vice- Chancellor on the recommendations of DRC, IRC and Board of
Research Studies (BRS). The candidate has to pay fees for the extended period.

d) If the candidate is unable to submit the thesis within a period of 3 years in respect of
M.Phil. (FT) candidates and 5 years in respect of M.Phil. (PT) candidates from the
date of registration, his/her registration stands automatically cancelled. However, he
may opt re-registration by paying the necessary fees.

e) Candidates working for full-time M.Phil. programme may be permitted by Board of
Research Studies to convert into part-time M.Phil. programme, provided they satisfy
the eligibility conditions for part time registration for M.Phil.

3. Attendance

A fulltime candidate is required to put in a minimum of 85% attendance. Condonation for
shortage of attendance will be given only on medical grounds. Condonation cannot however
be granted to candidates with less than 75% attendance, except with the approval of the
Vice Chancellor in exceptional cases.

4. Requirements for the Award of M. Phil. :

The requirements for the award of M.Phil. degree shall be on the completion of the course
work and submission of dissertation based on the research work carried out under the
supervision of a recognized Research Guide in the University Department or in the Institute
recognized by the University for the purpose, subject to qualifying in the Viva-voce
examination.

(a) Course Work

The course work for full time and part time M.Phil. candidates shall be as follows :

PAPER - | : Advanced topics in the broad area of research.
PAPER - II : Research Methods & Methodology
PAPER - Il : Seminar and Viva Voce

Each of above three courses shall consist of a written paper for 100 marks. The
Departmental Research Committee of the concerned Departments shall prescribe the syllabi
for papers | and Il. Syllabus for paper lll shall be given by the Research Guide concerned
and approved by DRC. The question papers for all the above three courses are to be set by
internal faculty members having eligibility to guide.



In the case of full time candidates, the M.Phil. examinations are to be conducted within 8 to
10 months from the date of registration, while in the case of part time candidates, the
examinations are to be conducted within 16 to 20 months from the date of registration.

(b) Dissertation :

After successful completion of the research work under the supervision of the Research
Guide, the candidate shall submit a Dissertation embodying the results of his / her study.
The thesis shall be accompanied by a declaration signed by the candidate that it is the result
of independent investigation and research and that the thesis is not substantially the same
as that submitted for any degree of this University or any other University. It will be
evaluated for 200 marks by two Indian external examiners independently.

(c) Viva —-voce
There shall be a Viva-voce examination for 100 marks on the topic of dissertation.
5. Evaluation

a) The answer scripts related to Paper I, II, are to be evaluated both by internal and
external examiners having eligibility to guide. The candidate must get minimum of 50%
or equivalent grade in each paper for a pass.

b) The Dissertation carries 200 marks and the viva-voce examination carries 100 marks.
The candidate shall get a minimum of 50% or equivalent grade in each.

c) The Viva-voce Committee shall consist of the Head of the Department, the Chairperson
of the Board of Studies of the Department, the Research Guide and a Teacher who is a
specialist in the subject of the dissertation nominated by the Vice Chancellor. A quorum
of two members is required and the Convener shall be the Research Guide. All the
members of Viva-voce Committee shall be eligible Research Guides.

d) The panel of examiners for valuation of the theory papers of the Course Work and
Dissertation shall be signed both by the Research Guide and Chairperson of the Board
of Studies of the Department. All the examiners shall be eligible Research Guides.

e) Candidates shall be classified as shown below based on the aggregate marks secured in
the course work, dissertation and viva-voce examination :

Percentage Class Grade
70% and above - | class with distinction At
60% and above but less than 70% - | class A
50% and above but less than 60% - Il class B

f) In case of failure in any paper of the Course Work, or in dissertation or in viva, the
candidate may be permitted to retake the examination or resubmit the dissertation only
once to secure a pass. If the candidate fails again, he / she must seek fresh admission.

g) In case any of the external examiners does not evaluate the Dissertation within six
months, he / she shall be replaced by another external examiner.

6. Fee Structure:

The Fee Structure for Full time and Part time M. Phil. Programme shall be fixed by the Board
of Management from time to time.



7. Submission of the soft copy to UGC:

After the successful completion of the evaluation process and announcement of the
award of M.Phil degree, a soft copy of it shall be submitted to the UGC within 30 days.

8. Discretionary Power:

Notwithstanding anything contained in the above sections in all exceptional cases, the
Vice Chancellor may review and give his decision which will be final and binding.



SECTION - i
Ph. D. REGULATIONS

The Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) Programme is intended to provide advanced research
training in select areas of specialization. The research carried out towards this Degree
should lead to new results, new methods of analysis or new findings, publishable in any
refereed journal. A candidate for Ph. D. can register under (a) Full time or (b) Part time
or (c) Interdisciplinary or (d) Extramural category, depending upon fulfilment of the
respective conditions.

1. Eligibility:

Candidates pursuing the degree of Ph. D. whether Full-time, Part-time, or Interdisciplinary or
Extramural shall posses the minimum qualifications for admissions as specified below.

A. Full Time

a. Postgraduate degree holders of GITAM University or of any other University
recognized by the GITAM University as equivalent thereto with at least second class
securing at least 55% of marks or equivalent grade (50% in the case of SC / ST
candidates) in the subject concerned or in an allied subject can register for fulltime
Ph. D. Degree.

b. Admissions are based on entrance test followed by Interview.

c. The candidates qualified in CSIR-UGC (NET), ICMR, GATE, Project Fellows working
in the projects recognized by national funding agencies at least for one year will be
considered for admission without appearing for entrance test.

Note: Course work is mandate and the candidates need to appear for pre-PhD.
Examinations

Candidates who have done course work during M.Phil. are exempted from course work
and Pre-PhD examination.

B. Part Time:

Postgraduate degree holders of GITAM University or of any other University recognized
by the GITAM University as equivalent thereto with atleast second class securing at least
55% of marks or equivalent grade (50% in the case of SC/ ST candidates) in the subject
concerned or in an allied subject can register for Ph. D. degree on part time basis without
appearing for entrance test subject to fulfilment of the following conditions.

Candidates satisfying the above eligibility conditions can register as part time candidates
in the following order of priority and on the basis of service seniority in each category.

a) Teachers working in any postgraduate Departments of any recognized University
or its affiliated Colleges with minimum of one year of service.

b) Scientists working in research institutions recognized by GITAM University with a
minimum of two years of service.

c) Teachers working in any affiliated Degree / Professional Colleges with
with a minimum of three years of service.

d) Executives / Administrators / Engineers with at least three years of service in
Govt / Quasi Govt / Judiciary / Public Sector organizations / Public and Private
Limited Companies and other organizations approved by BRS.
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e) Teachers working in Junior Colleges with at least four years of service.

f) Administrative and technical staff of GITAM University with at least four years of
service

g) Any other employee not covered above with at least five years of service.

Note: Course work is mandate and the candidates need to appear for pre-PhD.
Examinations

Candidates who have done course work during M.Phil. are exempted from course work
and Pre-PhD examination.

C. Interdisciplinary:

A candidate who registers for Ph.D. whose work involves more than one department in
the University will be admitted under inter-disciplinary category and will be registered in
the Department in which the major part of the research work is to be carried out under
the guidance of a Research Guide and a Co-Research Guide from the other department.

The Candidate who wishes to pursue inter-disciplinary research must submit a statement
of purpose along with the application. The statement may contain the objective, definition
of the problem, method, justification and the disciplines involved (major and related).

The candidate shall be given registration for research and the research degree shall be
awarded in that Faculty where the major part of the research work is carried out.

D. Extramural :

For admission into Ph.D. Programme under Extramural category, there should be an
internal guide (Principal guide) recognized by GITAM University in the recognized
Research Institution where the candidate is working and a co-guide from GITAM
University. Eligibility for admission into extramural category shall be:

a) Scientists working in research institutions recognized by GITAM University who have
PG or equivalent degree and at least two years of experience.

b) Research scholars with PG or equivalent degree having fellowship attached to
Institutions recognized by GITAM University.

¢) Registration for an extramural candidate may be done at any time of the year.
2. Duration :

a. The duration for submission of thesis of Ph.D.(Full Time) is three years in the
case of Master's Degree holders and two years for M.Phil. Degree holders from
the date of registration.

b. If a candidate is unable to submit the thesis within the above prescribed period,
the Principal/Director of the College concerned may grant extension of time up to
one year for full time and two years for part time candidates for completing the
work on the basis of recommendations of DRC & IRC. Further extension can
only be granted by the Vice-Chancellor on the recommendations of DRC, IRC
and BRS.

c. The duration for submission of thesis of Ph.D. (Part Time) is four years in the
case of Master's Degree holders and three years in case of M.Phil. Degree
holders from the date of registration.



d. A part time candidate employed in an outside institution will be required to spend
at least eight weeks in toto per year in the University campus during the
prescribed total period of research.

e. If a candidate has completed the requirements earlier than the prescribed period,
the Vice Chancellor may permit for early submission of thesis, not exceeding six
months in respect of full time candidates and one year in respect of part time
candidates.

f. Candidates working for fulltime M.Phil. / Ph.D. programme may be permitted by
BRS to convert into part time M.Phil. / Ph.D. programme provided they satisfy the
eligibility conditions for part time.

g. Course Work for Faculty of Science

The course work for full time and part time candidates shall be as follows:

PAPER - | : Advanced topics in the broad area of research.
PAPER - 1l : Research Methods & Methodology
PAPER - III: Seminar and Viva Voce

Each of above three courses shall consist of a written paper for 100 marks. The
Departmental Research Committee of the concerned Departments shall prescribe
the syllabus for papers |. Syllabus for paper Il shall be given by the Research Guide
concerned and approved by DRC. The question papers for the above two courses
are to be set by internal faculty members having eligibility to guide.

Course Work for Faculty of Engineering:

The course work for full time and part time candidates shall be as follows:

PAPER - | : Advanced topics in the broad area of research.
PAPER - Il : Research Methodology

Each of above two courses shall consist of a written paper for 100 marks. Syllabus
of Paper I&Il shall be given by research guide and approved by DRC. The question
papers for the above two courses are to be set by internal faculty members having
eligibility to guide.

In case of failure in any paper of the Course Work, or in dissertation or in viva, a
candidate is permitted to take up to three chances to pass Pre — Ph.D. examination,
failing which his/her registration stands cancelled and he may opt to register himself
for the programme.

3. Requirements for the Award of Ph. D.:
The requirements for the award of Ph.D. Degree are :
a) Degree in M. Phil. Or Successful completion of course work and Pre-Ph.D.
examination.
(The regulations for Pre-Ph.D. examination and evaluation process shall be
the same as the M.Phil. Degree course examinations except the submission
of dissertation and its evaluation.)

b) Submission of a thesis under the supervision of the approved Research Guides.

c) One hard copy of the thesis is to be submitted for the plagiarism check along with
soft copy. After due recommendations of the plagiarism committee for onward



processing of the thesis, four more copies of the thesis shall be submitted by the
candidate.

d) Anti- Plagiarism Check: Before sending the thesis for evaluation the thesis is
screened by an anti plagiarism tool. The thesis is recommended for processing
by a committee comprising subject experts if the overall plagiarized content is
less than 30% and not more than 3% from a single source.

e) Acceptance of the thesis by adjudicators and

f) Successful completion of Viva-voce Examination.

4. Procedure for Submission of Thesis :

a)

b)

c)

d)

f)

9)

The candidate is required to publish atleast one research paper in the refereed
journal before the submission of thesis.

The candidate is required to give pre-submission seminar before Departmental
Research Committee (DRC) and obtain approval for submission.

A candidate may utilize for his / her thesis the contents of any work which he / she
may have already published on the subject. But he / she shall not submit the whole
or any substantial part of the work for which a degree has been conferred on him /
her by this or any other University.

The thesis must form a distinct contribution to the knowledge of the subject and
afford evidence of the candidate’s own.

The thesis shall be written and submitted only in English

The candidate has to submit four hard copies and one soft copy of the thesis
embodying the results of his / her research after plagiarism check.

The thesis shall be accompanied by a declaration signed by the candidate that it is
the result of independent investigation and research and that the thesis is not
substantially the same as that submitted for any degree of this University or any other
University.

5. Evaluation of Ph.D. Thesis :

a)

b)

d)

The Chairman, Board of Studies, has to forward a list of examiners (10 Indian and 5
Foreign) for adjudication of Ph.D. thesis within two weeks from the date of
communication sent for the purpose. Both the lists are to be signed by the Research
Guide and the BoS Chairman.

The Ph.D thesis shall be valued by three examiners of whom one should be from
outside the State and one should be drawn from abroad. If all the three examiners
recommended the thesis fit for awarding Ph.D. Degree, there shall be a viva-voce
examination.

In cases where the Indian examiners do not send their reports within two months
from the date of dispatch of thesis, the Vice Chancellor may consider substituting
such examiners with alternative examiners. In such cases, even if the reports from
the said examiners are received subsequently, they may be ignored.

In cases where a foreign examiner does not convey his acceptance within two
months or has not sent his report within four months from the date of dispatch of



the thesis (by airmail), the Vice Chancellor may consider substituting the foreign
examiner with another foreign examiner

e) In case none of the foreign examiners convey his/her acceptance within six months
from the date of submission of panel of examiners, the Vice Chancellor may
substitute an Indian examiner in place of foreign examiner.

f) The viva-voce relating to Ph.D thesis shall be conducted based on the
recommendations of the panel of examiners concerned. The individual examiners
are requested to write summary report, possible questions / clarifications sought in
report.. In addition to the above, they are required to indicate clearly one of the
following remarks
1. A— Approved
2. M — To be Modified
3. R — Rejected
Based on the above evaluation, the following table depicts the various possibilities
and suitable action to be initiated in this regard.

Case | Examiner | Examiner Examiner Action to be initiated
| ] 11

1 A A A Conduct Viva-voce

2 A A M The candidate has to resubmit the thesis
and it is to be sent to the same examiner

for revaluation.
3 A M M The candidate has to resubmit the thesis
4 M M M after three months and it is to be sent to
the same examiner(s) for revaluation.

5 A A R The examiner(s) who rejected the thesis

6 A R M shall be replaced with new examiner(s).

7 A R R The candidate has to resubmit the thesis
after six months. The adjudication process

continues as per regular procedure.

8 R M M Appointment of fresh panel of examiner(s)

9 R M from the original panel of examiners. The
candidate has to resubmit the thesis after

one year. The adjudication process
continues as per regular procedure.
10 R R R Cancel the registration

6. Conduct of Viva-Voce:

The Viva-voce relating to Ph.D thesis is to be conducted in the presence of one of the
external examiner (Indian) and at least two other examiners from the following Viva-voce
committee constituted by the Vice-chancellor. Faculty members of the concerned
department and allied departments and PG students / research scholars desirous of
attending the viva-voce examination may be permitted to attend.

I
Il.
II.
V.

V.

Guide as Convener.

Members of the Doctoral Committee.

The HoD (both the Heads in case of interdisciplinary candidates).

Convener of Departmental Research Committee (both the Conveners in inter-
disciplinary cases)

One of the Indian examiners who adjudicated the thesis (nominated by the Vice-
chancellor, wherever necessary).

The candidate shall have to successfully defend his/her work. Then only he / she shall be
awarded the Ph.D Degree on the recommendation of the Viva-voce Committee. The
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candidate who is not successful at the Viva-voce may be permitted to take the Viva-voce
again within a period of three months and whatever may be the result, the case shall be
disposed off by the Vice-chancellor on merits.

7. Fee Structure:

The Fee Structure for Full time / Part time/ Interdisciplinary/ Extramural categories of Ph.D.
programmes shall be fixed by the Board of Management from time to time.

8. Recognition of Research Guides:

The persons satisfying the following criteria shall be recognized as Principal Research
Guides

a) Holding Ph.D. degree

b) Publication of two research papers in refereed journals approved by DRC

c) Two years of teaching experience after obtaining Ph.D. or a total of ten years of
experience

Persons working in other Universities / Colleges / institutions / Industry / Research
Laboratories / Individuals may also be recognized as Research Guides by Vice-
Chancellor provided they satisfy the above criteria and approved by BRS. Their
applications will be considered by DRC, IRC and finally by BRS.

Co-guides :

Any Research Guide approved by GITAM University may serve as Co-guide to the
candidate.

9. Allotment of Candidates:

The following table gives the details of maximum number of research candidates to be
guided by each faculty member at any point of time:

S.No. | Designation Ph.D* M.Phil
Full time Part Full time Part
time time
1 Professor 6 12 2 4
2 Associate Professor 5 10 2 4
3 Assistant Professor 4 8 2 4

* Including two students under extramural and joint guide ship.

Note: For this purpose two part time M.Phil. / Ph.D. candidates shall be considered as
equivalent to one fulltime M.Phil. / Ph.D. candidate and number shall be limited to full time or
part time or combination of the two as the case may be.

10. Recognition of Institutions as Research Centres :

a) Any institution/Industry/Research Laboratory in Government / Private Sector
where research activities in one of the main functions of the institute, having
at least two persons qualified to guide may be considered as Research
Centres.

b) Recognition of Institution as a Research Centre will be provided on receiving
application from the institute with the prescribed fee and based on the
recommendations of the inspection committee constituted by the Vice
Chancellor.
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11. Submission of the soft copy to UGC:

After the successful completion of the evaluation process and announcement of the
award of Ph.D degree, a soft copy of it shall be submitted to the UGC within 30 days.

12. Discretionary Power

Notwithstanding anything contained in the above sections in all exceptional cases,
the Vice Chancellor may review and give his decision which will be final and binding.
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SECTION-III

D. Litt. / D.Sc. Regulations
1. Eligibility:

A candidate of five years of research/teaching experience after obtaining Ph.D. (Doctor of
Philosophy) of GITAM University or any other recognized university and possess at least two
refereed publications (single author) of international reputation on the topic in concerned
may present himself / herself for award of the Degree of Doctor of Letters (D.Litt) or Doctor
of Science (D.Sc) of this University in the concerned faculty.

2. Application and Thesis :

The candidate shall state in his / her application the subject /branch of knowledge in which
he or she is seeking D.Litt / D.Sc. degree.

The candidate shall submit with his / her application four copies of his / her thesis in the form
of published work in refereed professional journals. The concerned work should be single
authored and should not have formed basis or a part for any earlier degree. The whole work
must belong to a single theme or related themes only. The candidate may also submit with
the thesis printed copies of any original contributions of the knowledge of his / her subject or
any cognate subject which may have been published by him / her independently and upon
which he / she relies in support of his / her candidature. Such papers be published only in
the concerned field after the award of Ph.D. Degree.

3. Acknowledgement :

The candidate shall indicate generally in a preface of his / her thesis and more particularly in
the notes the source from which the information is taken and the extent to which he / she
has availed himself / herself of the work of others; and he / she also shall state in what
respects his / her own investigations and conclusions appear to him / her to lend to the
advancement of knowledge or otherwise from a valuable contribution of the literature of the
subject dealt with.

4 Declaration :

The thesis shall be accompanied by a declaration signed by the candidate that it is the result
of independent investigation and research and that the thesis is not substantially the same
as that submitted for any degree of this University or any other University.

5. Mode of Submission :

The application and the thesis must be submitted to the Principal/Director of concerned
University college with the prescribed fee. The Principal/Director shall forward it to the
University with a list of panel of atleast 12 foreign examiners (preferably not of Indian origin),
prepared in consultation with three subject experts nominated by Vice Chancellor.

6.Fee Structure

The Fee Structure for D. Litt / D. Sc Programmes shall be fixed by the Board of Management
from time to time.

7.Evaluation of the Thesis :

The thesis together with papers contributed shall be referred to a three member Board of
Examiners constituted by the Vice Chancellor from the panel of examiners accepted by the
Board of Management. After receipt of the report on the thesis and supporting contributions
and papers, the Board of Management may decide whether the candidate is qualified or not
for the award of D.Litt / D.Sc. degree.
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a) If all the three examiners recommend positively, the thesis is to be considered qualified
for the award of degree.

b) It two examiners recommend for the award and one rejects, then the thesis may be
referred to another examiner. If that examiner recommends for the award, the thesis is
to be considered qualified for the award of degree and in all other cases, the degree
shall not be awarded and shall not be permitted for resubmission.

8. Submission of the soft copy to UGC:

After the successful completion of the evaluation process and announcement of the
award of D. Litt. / D.Sc degree, a soft copy of it shall be submitted to the UGC within 30
days.

9. Discretionary Power:

Notwithstanding anything contained in the above sections in all exceptional cases, the Vice
Chancellor may review and give his decision which will be final and binding
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